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Tne Trial and Death of Jesus 

Good morning,, this is radio Jerusalem. G.uce again we are at the 
ene of a very Important event. As usual we will "be bringing you all of the 
live coverage directly from the scene. We are situated at the present time on 
the balcony of the Governor's oalace awaiting the arrival of a political prisoner* 
This man has been a local trouble maker for a period of approximately three years. 
TT e has been in trouble with the authorities from time to ti , ■■;'. _■ ion 

there has never been sufficient evidence to hold him. However I have learned 
from a very reliable source that this bitae he ' ■-. hedrin 

hsd him" arrested late last night and when he was taken before Caiaphas the High 
Priest it was determined that the evidence was sufficient to hold him. ?he San- 
hedrin met rather hurriedly this morning and have asked for Pilate to try bhi 
tc reaaoi for this is due to the fact that the execution, if t v 
is to be one, nrast "no ovor by sundown. The Si : in fe rl they h re ' against 

' ~ tft penalty, tfa will just have to wait and 

.-^.e what transpires. Perhaps while we are waiting his arrival I can fill in with 
some of the basic details surrounding this man's background. 

Tne man to be tried is called Jesus and is of :, , -.:, 

Christ. Whether he is deserving of the title is anyone's guess. Put he was born 
about 33 years ago under some very strange circumstances. It has I -3d 

that his birth was henlaad by a star and by " , and that kings cam t pay 

ill this took place in a mere stable. ?u top it off it is also 
rumoured that he is an illegitimate child and Joseph is not his father at all* 
But for the last three years he has been roaming the countryside preaching and 
teaching about God.. He is supposed to have healing powers, and he even raised a 
man from the dead or so the story goes. He has run af ul of the authorities 
mainly because he preaches a different kind of religion than is .reached in the 
Synagogue.. But what has really set the Jewish authorities on him is the fact that 
from time to time he has claimed to be the Son of God.. Arid this I understand is 
the main charge to be brought against hin this moral n '. 

Tne courtyard toelow me is packed with people* I don't think you 



3. 

it is very difficult to try pushing through them. Tne guards have finally made a 
path and we are proceeding to Herod's palace. Tne way the guards are moving since 

have gotten out of the courtyard, it seems as though they are in a hurry to 
get this job done. We have now reached the receiving room of the king and Jesus is 
being led toward him. He is seated on a rather massive chair at the far end of 
the room. How that Jesus is standing before Herod, the king is asking him Quest- 
ions, So far Jesus has said nothing. Not one single word. I tell you listeners 
that this is one cool individual. Trie chief priests are making their accusation 
and Herod almost seems as though he is amused by this entire scene. He is just 
sitting there with a half smile on his face. Herod's auards are now mocking 
Jesus and now one of them has placed a purple robe on him and I ao believe that 
Herod is enjoying this as much as his men. It seems as though Herod has had enough 
of this foolishness and he has now ordered the chief priests to return the urison- 
er to Pilate, tod once again the chief priests are arguing with Herod. Tnis trial 
is taking on the aspect of a circus. Were it not for the fact that a mans life is 
_ state this would be hilarious. We are once again heading toward the palace of 
Pilate* It seems as though Pilate is the only one with the authority to order the 
death nenalty, and this is what the chief nriests have been demanding. 

\'e are ready to pass through this mob again, and it looks almost 
as though it has doubled since we came through it the last time. Maybe you can 
he.T the taunts and jeers of soma of them. Tne noise is deafening* We are caught ii 



the crush and the guards are having a difficult timem&dtai^a path* Now, we have 
ataried to move tnd in a few moments we vri.ll be before Pilate again. At last we 
have ranched the balcony and Pilate is again cuestioning Jesus. But as before he 
has said nothing.. Pilate has asked if he knows t ^e seriousness of the charges 
brought against him, and again no answer* It has become quite apnarant that Pilate 
is overwhelmed by his silence. 

One old custom has been observed during the feast, and this is the 
i,. ston of Pilate releasing a prisoner whom the people choose. He has now asked 
if they wanted Jesus or Barrabas released. The crowd is chanting, "We want Bar- 
rabas, we want Barrabas." Perhaps you can hear them. I nave noticed that some of 
the scribes and Pnarisees are scattered throughout this crowd and they can be 
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seen chanting and encouraging the crowd to do likewise. ] ow -llate has asked 
what is to be done with Jesus. Tne crowd is shouting, "Crucify him, crucify him, " 

late has asked the nuestion, why this man should be crucified since he haa found 
no evil in him. The shouting has now risen to a fever pitch and this crowd is one 
sten away from mob violence. They are shouting louder and louder, "Crucify him, 
crucify him,, away with him." Tne noise is simply deafening if you can hear it in 
the background. Efts chief priests meanwhile continue to argue with Pilate. I tell 
you I would not want to be down on that crowd and not be in favor of this execution 
It simply would not be safe. 

tilate has now- resorted to a dramatic gesture. He is publicly 
washing his hands to signify that he is innocent of Jesus blood. He has now issued 
orders that Barrabas is to be releases and that Jesus is to be Scourged and then 
executed,. 0..ee again we are moving from the balcony, but this time to the guards 
quarters downstairs,, where the scourging will take place. Scourging as most people 
know is a rather cruel form of torture. The victim is stripped of his robe and 
_ ad to a pole so that Ms naked back is to the one administering the lash. Tne 
lash itself is a leather thong studded at intervals with pieces of bone and pellets 
of lead. It causes the back to become stripe of raw flesh and bleeding welts. 
Some men have been known to die from this beating, others have lost their sanity, 
and in most Instances the victim loses consciousness. Jesus is nov; being tied to 
fche pole after the removal of his robe. 

This is truely a remarkable man. He has remained mute throughout 
all of this except to answer Pilate once, ','hen Pilate asked him if he was indeed 
the king of the Jews, he answered, "It is you who say it." Since then he has said 
nothing. The scourging is now underwry and has been while -■• . It is 

torture to even witness this let alone be the victim of it. 

The .guards are now removing the ropes and he seems to be semi- con- 
scious. He is rather lino and his legs are wobbly. The guards are su'jToortl 
j^-r the moment. Once agai "un. ""iie purple rooe has 

placed upcr hin lot wi'tl " fashioned out of thorns. The thorn? have 

d is st, soen his face. Tney are 

bowing to him and saying, "Hail king of the Jews." 1'ow that they have finished 
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with their sport, reading hin out into the courtyard. Here he wil] b< 

the cross beeam of hie crosa :. p t! fill] f Golgotha. The c ■: I is al- 

tha arrival ■ ] condemned man* The soldi 
thrust 'he bean 1 on hi ._ " ; " r and he is truggling to oaintain hie fo 

' ■'- - ' i"t. This would be atr . task for a well nan, but 

man has just receiv d b beating at the hand &oaas [om 

administer a beating and do it xk thoroughly*. T ie appears :-. ' .'■ ugh 
he may fall at any minute, alt,. ] a txxtta. .1" ' - ggllng to 

regain his feet. Ike guards are prodding hi] 4c gel hi] \_ ec again. It seems 
like it ia hopeless for the man seems unable to continue. She gui rc : :-- have ■-■ \ pull- 
a man from the crowd and he is ci the beam for J i . . his 

legal and since Palestine is occupied Etna can press anyone into service 

they need. 

Lets see if ire can . " '• • ■ .. you sir, 

are you in favor of this execution. T©« are. Hsy I ask why? Because you feel " 
..__llty. How about you sir? Do you think to die? You think thi 

dies because nobody could bo as , he was supposed to have been, tfel] ihats 

a different angle* V;e better rash or th: " the procession has ncr 

the crest of the hill above us. Directly ■ - ae ;he vacant upright 

set between two other crosses which i Iready u ted. "' - ; n • ha now 

been offered th in ' j :■-, while the nails ere b 

?ut he has refused it.. A truely rem I aaist re >e it. He Is ftb r being 

fastened to his crosi anc J,> ■ irturi really begind 1\or him. The tin I, • ■■'. n 
is 9:00 A.H. and the sun fa bogi wi ra. 

The execution by crucifixion began tn . The earth was con- 

sidered to be sacred to the god Ormuzd. Therefore ' ■ ] lifted op so 

that he would not defile the ea£th„ Hie too ught ! '; froa Jart] _-. ■'"his form 

of execution is uset? r lans m criminals, , runaway slaves and the 

e of criminals. It is illegal for a toman citizen to be crucifi •".. 
What usually happens during this " sutl « is that the victim is fairly 

weak from the beating he h ,. ivea and then he is nailed to the cross to 
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die a s] ' , of hunger and thirst. The usual length of time 

is a six days, for the victim tc die. However this executi 

ij" 1 ' ver befoi ': vening. At six the jewi jgj u and it is 

lermltted _ criminals be left '■ ■.. ", - ; 3 : here. So if they are still 

alive .* - " ■■-' :■' ■ ' ' ' T by the guards. 

The ' on the ground near the cross 3 . 

The; ' J ~": " - ■ ■ g dioi for the el ; of this Jesus. They are fndi 

a hardened group of nen to endure this horrible xei ti n. u1 the; have profe- 
ably been in many hat accustomed to death i'3 ms. 

". , ■ inscription abov ' reads, "Jesus King of 

of the Jews." The people have beer i bching thin and v '■ - 

hie man. rhey are telling Mn to come dowr Pre , . To save himself ( 

■ ■; . It appears as though he is trying to say something, but hie 1 J 
art. i it is ;o hear. Perhaps if I tried to get 

a little closer. Be has just said, "Father forgive thee for thej I t w not what 
.j hey do." This has drawn a lot of hoots and catcalls wh: -ly 

hear,. Even one of the thieves is hurling insults at him,, The other one is defend- 
ing Jesus.. He has asked Jesui i ml hii \:hcn h ' ' kingdom. The 
reply fa, "Today you will be with me It , tne that. " T ow he hi 
jlai ed down and spied Ms mother , ;< ' hit follower! he has spoken to 
take care of her. With 6 tortured lock toward the sky he has cried, "Jfj Sodm 
My God, ' " r.e?" The pe< i laughing at jeering at ' 
sine. 11 • . . > Ldi t arris ■_:. He spoke in Aramaic and they 
" ; - . ■' T 1 3 g for Elijah. 

The time now if cloi o tliree In the aft< anc | ; -; -. 

burning with an intense heat atop this hill. He appears as though he will not 
last too much longer. He has just said that he ie thirsty, guardi ' avs 

nded u; e Eponge wit! vinegar. These fellows really ':: an 

execution. It sounded as thougfc he cried ii ii finished, or something like that. 
The skg hai < om< v :; "" ■ .cast and it ap >e are tgh a spring storm is in 

the offing, I think the end is very near for this nan. In fact he is staring 
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Preiadc"A. Lenten Meditation" - Ralzcy 
"The Sorrowing Savior 1 ' - Kenny 

Processional Hymn 158 
Congregation Stand on Last Verse 




A Community Sunrise Service will be held at the EmJenton 
Athletic Field on Easier Sunday morning, April 14, 196B at 
7 AM, Alternate 1 location in case of inclement weather will 
be the Columbia Gas Garage. A Children's Choir, directed by 
Mrs. Roberta Newton, will sing. 




Solemn Dec l«rat iprt 










Call to Wcshiu 










Invasion 




An 


Easter CarUaUi. "Be^Ond Tile CrOSS" by James MotL.tl. 




Responsive Re-.idin& Selection flfo. 30, Page 580 




will be presented by the Junior Chair, under the direction of 




Hymn 164 




Hcs 

on 


j. Larry Zinchini, in the St. John's United Church of Christ 
Saturday evening, April 13th at 7:30 PM. The public is 




Scripture Mark IS: 1-39 




cofdi..lly invited Id allend. 




Gloria Patr 










Pastoral prayer and Choral Response 










Anlbi-m "It Was 1" - Moilatt 

"Shall 1 Crucify Him?" - m» 

Ottering 
Offertory 






We nil have our Geth&emanes 
And oar daily Ctoae To bear 
And we* too, have a Father 
We can go to with our cotp... 
A Fattier who wilt is 




Hymn 153 






We all haym our Gcthsemanes 




Good Friday Monologue 






And or 




"The Trial if Jesus" - Mr. Ralph Lint 
Prayer and Lord's Prayer 






We all haw our Gethsemanes 
And our :Lfify Cross to beat 




Hymn 161 






Ana" we, ta-a, have a Father 




Benediction 






We can go to with our care.,,. 

A Father who wilt listen 




Threefold Amen 






As He listened to His Sort, 




Postlade "Ptslludium" - \ .■:.-.. ,-.■ 






And give us strength to carry on 
Until life's work is done. 




Con&rvgalion Stand 


> 




Helen Sterner Rice 

> 






GOOD FRIDAY 

By the fruit of n tree man was overcome; sin destined Adam and all men to Q 
life of alienation from God- Now by the tree of ihe cross Christ has overcame 
sin as our Substitute^ Man is reconciled to God; as Ihe tree of the cross gives 
Jesus." body up to the lamb, God's acl of redeeming love for us is finished! 



